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Crwr Congreasmamn Giulknechi:

Ths Public Employess Rabmmenl Associalon (FERA) of Minressols is sasking your
continuad Madership in addressing the iIssues associalnd with tho Maalthcare Savings Accounts
(HEAaL A8 you are wal Fadre wilh e enactmen al e 2000 Medicans Acl, indyiduala ovar tha
ape of B% were nol included for parbcipatson in e newly crealed acoounts.

Important (o our paricipants — 150,000 of whom ane cumanily working local govemmant
ampioyess and abowt 50000 of whom receive monthly banefirs from PERA -~ 8 ensuning nol
only a change in the Medicare Reformn Acl of 20050 10 include the scalabdity of fe HSA o
individuals over the age of 85, bul also emoving the languaga which lies Medicare nelgbdity to
FESA parksipation. MSA pacticipaton would proide & vary modest way in which our dvar-aps-ES
redirgedy Conikd dedar taxes o0 somd Of Thedr inancial resources.

Chur pialiic; saledy retirgas typically ratng sarksr than cthier public employecs due 1o e
prysical and emobanal siesses assocated with their positions. D b 1he aarkar ralingmant,
many bagin paying their haalih insurance at younger ages, hoping io live oul their reliremeant
years without hiaving (o tece nandal dMculties. The HSA will nelp hess sarty ratiness untl age
685, but as ynu know haalth care coabs for fose over the age of 65 ara fsing ai o signdficant
rabs, Supplamental irdunancs (o Medicans can coal @ reSrad couple up io 58,000 8 year. Losing
the awailability of e HSA a1 aga 66 wil prove avar more burdersome o individuals on Bmibed
riskirg ey RO

We strongly encaurage youl 10 work wilh ciher membea of Congrass and the Bush
Anminigtrabon 1 acvanos iegislation that s far 1o rotrees of ol oges.

Again, thank you for all of your support and the lsadership you haws demansiradad in
aracEng 1he HEA legalation ths Tar, Wa ook Torsand o your continuing asss@nos in this
bafte for affcrdabis health cans.



